Grant announced for wine grape vines
Posted by TBN On 09/05/2013
The Southern Maryland Agricultural Development Commission (SMADC) is offering grants to farms in Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George's and St.
Mary's counties to aid in the purchase of wine grape vines. These funds are being made available as a continuation of SMADC's Growing Grapes for Wine
Program which was established to encourage and support the development of a competitive wine industry in Southern Maryland.
The grant program requires matching funds supplied by the farm owner for the purchase of grape vines of recommended grape varieties compatible with the
region. The Grapes for Wine Program is offered together with the University of Maryland Extension which will provide ongoing training and production expertise.
To be eligible an applicant must own or be co-applicant with the owner of at least 5 acres of land currently in agricultural use. Existing grape growers and new
growers may apply. Past participants of the Growing Grapes for Wine cost-share program are eligible as well as past recipients of SMADC's Farm Viability Grant
Program.
Awards for the spring of 2014 will be contingent upon farms having suitable soils that have already been tested for nematodes. Awards will be made based on
satisfactory test results and pending availability of funding. Grant applications are due to SMADC October 21, 2013.
To download the Grant Application and Guidelines visit the "News and Announcements" page at www.SMADC.com or contact SMADC staff at (301) 274-1922
Ex. 1
To view Grant Application and Guidelines CLICK HERE
The Southern Maryland Agricultural Development Commission (SMADC) is committed to: a) a market-driven and sustainable farming future as Maryland
transitions away from tobacco. b) a Maryland where farmland preservation, and environmental stewardship positively impact the quality of our air and water and
c) cultivating awareness among consumers and leaders of the vital role our farms play in a balanced community, safe, nutritious food and a cleaner and healthier
environment. To learn more about additional programs and resources, contact SMADC, P. O. Box 745, Hughesville, MD 20637; phone: 301-274-1922, Ex. 1, fax:
301-274-1924; email cbergmark@smadc.com; or visit www.smadc.com.
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